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Judge James Redden

The U.S. DiSTricT coUrT of oregon hiSTorical SocieTy newSleTTer

From Beaches to Salmon, 45 Years of Service 
By Justin Thorp

(This article was developed from Judge James Red-
den’s oral history conducted by Michael O’Rourke 
November 1994-June 1995, November 1998, 
March 2000 and January 2006. It is on file with 
the Oregon Historical Society on behalf of the U.S. 
District Court of Oregon Historical Society.)

James Anthony Redden was born 
in 1929 in Massachusetts to 

Alma Redden and James Redden. 
Redden had three sisters and was 
also raised with two cousins. Red-
den’s father was a dentist in Spring-
field from the end of World War 
I until his death in 1960. He was 
active in politics and Judge Red-
den recalled writing “Red den for 
Mayor” on the sidewalks as a small 
boy. During the Depression, some 
of his father’s immigrant patients 
paid their bills with canned hams sent over from 
relatives in Poland, which Redden recalls as “one 
of my fondest memories. They were just absolutely 
delicious.... I’m sure the statute’s run on it as far as 
the IRS is concerned, but I don’t know that he [my 
father] ever reported those Polish hams.” 

Although his parents placed a high value on edu-
cation, young James Redden was not particularly 
interested in school. At age 17, he left high school to 
enlist in the Army, and was stationed in Japan. On 
his discharge from the Army in 1948, he returned 
to finish high school, where he met his future wife, 
Joan Johnson. They married in 1951, and later had 
two sons, James and William. 

After high school, Redden attended college at 
Boston University and law school at Boston College 
on the GI bill. He had always wanted to go to law 
school–“it was, I think, almost a family decision, 
but I very much wanted to do that.” Redden passed 
the Massachusetts bar in 1954, but finding work as 

a lawyer was another matter. He shared a law office 
with another lawyer in downtown Springfield, but 
supported himself with other jobs, including a job 
as a caseworker in the Welfare Department. Redden 
moved to Oregon in 1955, following the advice of 
both a professor and of a friend (who had already 
moved to Oregon) to “go West.” He recalled, “It 
cost $35 to apply to take the Oregon State Bar. 
That was more than a week’s take-home pay. So it 
was very serious, once you committed.” He moved 
his family to Oregon before finding out whether he 
had passed the bar. At that time, the names of those 
who passed the bar were given to the Oregonian. 
When Redden called the Oregonian, he was told 
that his name was not on the list but that not all of 
the names had come in. He kept calling back to the 
same reporter at the Oregonian, but his name did 
not appear on the list. Redden recalls:

“Finally I was just totally discouraged and 
thought I’d flunked it, my name wasn’t there. 
I left work and came home, and all this crowd 

Continue on page 4

Judge Robert Belloni’s portrait looks on while Judge 
Malcolm Marsh (left) and Judge James Redden share 
a light moment at a 2000 Famous Cases presentation.

Oregon State 
Treasurer James 
Redden, 1973. 
Courtesy Oregon State 
Archives
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President’s Message

BBQ, BEER & THE BAND

The dog days of summer are upon us. The weather is stagnant. 
Air conditioners are humming all around. Progress at work 
has slowed to accommodate vacations. Parents are beginning 
to look forward to the school year. The Seattle Mariners are 
in the cellar (again), worse than most years. The Trail Blazers 
look good in summer league play, but that’s typical. The kickoff 
between the Ducks and the Dawgs is still a few weeks away. 
The Pac 10 officials will be fine in the conference opener, but 
we have at least a month until we will gawk at the officials 
assisting the Ducks with a big non-conference win. Can you 

say Oklahoma? Will it be Boise State this year?
If you are anything like me, you need something to look forward to in 

August as the summer passes us by. I have a suggestion: How about bar-
becue, beer, and a band? That’s right. While I typically use the President’s 
Message to report on the Historical Society’s progress and programs, like 
our oral history projects and CLE series, enough is enough (for now). Let’s 
talk about good barbecue, a special brew, live music, hay rides, ponies, 
two bounce houses, ice cream, and friendship.

It’s time to get ready for the Historical Society’s annual picnic at the 
Leavy family hop farm. We will gather under the shade of many grand 
Douglas fir trees on Sunday, August 17, 2008, beginning at 1:00 p.m. and 
continuing (if you like) until the sun goes down (see story on page 8).

This year, we will be treated with a special ale made with organic hops 
grown on the Leavy hop farm. The brewer is Wolaver’s All American 
Ale from Middlebury, Vermont. This ale is the first 100 percent certified 
organic beer brewed using ingredients grown entirely in the United Sates. 
While it is featured in select bars and restaurants in New York City and 
Vermont, Judge Leavy has somehow arranged for two kegs to be shipped 
out here for service at the picnic. Don’t worry about the thought of bring-
ing your kids to a “kegger.” We will have a licensed server and the entire 
event will be family friendly. 

 I look forward to seeing you on August 17!
Kerry J. Shepherd, President

For this inaugural Lifetime Member 
spotlight article, we’d like to take 

time out to honor past Society President 
and former Chair of the Membership 
Committee Jeff Batchelor. 

Jeff Batchelor, a shareholder at 
Markowitz, Herbold, Glade & Mehl-
haf, PC, joined the U.S. District Court 
Historical Society in the early 1980s. 
Wayne Hilliard, a partner who he had 
worked with at Lane Powell, was one 
of the most successful trial lawyers 

Lifetime Member Exposed!
By Jen Coates Conroy

in Port land. 
Wayne Hil l-
iard recruited 
Jeff to join the 
b oa rd  back 
then.

H o w e v e r , 
what attracted 
Batchelor to 
stay involved 

was Judge Owen Panner. Judge Panner 
practiced law in Bend before becoming 

a federal judge in 1980, and Jeff said 
that Judge Panner was heavily invested 
in the Society. Judge Panner was on the 
board and provided all the energy and 
drive when Jeff joined the board. 

Although it was Wayne Hilliard 
who encouraged Batchelor to join, it 
was Judge Panner who motivated him 
to do more for the Society. Judge Pan-
ner encouraged him to do a number 
of things, but the most memorable 
was being the Chair of the Member-
ship Committee. At a time when the 
Society was experiencing financial 
shortfalls, Judge Panner “ordered” 
Batchelor to actively recruit, very 
actively recruit, more members — 
because they needed to. Batchelor 
became a Lifetime Member not only 
because he loved being part of the 
Society, he also became one because 
he felt that he couldn’t ask others 
to become a Lifetime Member if he 
wasn’t one himself.

While Batchelor was Chair of the 
Membership Committee, the Society 
picked up folks such as Owen Blank, 
Paul Fortino, Ed Harnden, Jim Knoll, 
Jeff Mutnick, Norm Sepenuk, Dian 
Rubanoff, Sarah Ryan, and Daniel 
O’Leary. 

Judge Panner also asked Jeff to serve 
as President of the Society. Batchelor 
recalled that when he asked Judge 
Panner’s permission to “retire” at the 
end of his first term, Judge Panner 
flatly refused. He “ordered” Batch-
elor to serve a second term in 1998. 
By then, Batchelor had left Lane Pow-
ell to become a sole practitioner for 
two years, before joining Markowitz 
Herbold. 

When asked what the U.S. District 
Court Historical Society means to him, 
Batchelor replied that “it means Owen 
Panner, because Judge Panner was the 
driving force of the Society during my 
tenure as an officer.  Judge Panner never 
lost sight of the Society’s mission, and 
he helped me develop my great pride in 
who we are as lawyers and judges here 
in Oregon. The lawyers who practice 
in federal court here and who partici-
pate in the Society’s activities are both 
exceptional and deeply committed to 
the profession.” 
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Become a Lifetime Member of the Historical Society
By Cody Weston

The U.S. District Court of Oregon 
Historical Society wants you to 

become a lifetime member! For a one-
time payment of $1,000 (which pays 
for itself after only 20 years of $50 
annual membership dues, and which 
your tax advisor may advise you is 
tax deductible in whole or in part), 
you can join the illustrious ranks of 
others—young and not-so-young, 
lawyer and non-lawyer—who have 
demonstrated their support for the 
Historical Society by becoming life-
time members.

The current lifetime members of the 
Historical Society are: Jeffrey Batch-
elor; Frank Bauman; Owen Blank; 
Hon. Anna Brown; Helen Burns; 
Donald Cinnamond; Paul Fortino; 
George Fraser; Edwin Harnden; Cyn-
thia Harrison; Douglas Houser; John 
Jaqua; Hon. Robert Jones; Randall 
Kester; James Knoll; James Leigh; 
Nancy Moriarty; Jeffrey Mutnick; 
Elizabeth Newcomb; Verne New-
comb; Daniel O’Leary; Hon. Owen 
Panner; Hon. Edwin Peterson; Dian 
Rubanoff; Sarah Ryan; Thomas Sand; 
Arlene Schnitzer; John Schwabe; 
Norman Sepenuk; Arden Shenker; 
Richard Solomon; Gayle Troutwine; 
Heather Van Meter; Donald Wilson; 
and Kelly Zusman.

And lifetime membership does have 
its privileges. In addition to the usual 
benefits of membership, the Histori-
cal Society intends to place a greater 
emphasis on recognizing its lifetime 
members in a variety of ways, to 
include publishing newsletter fea-
tures on lifetime members, such as 
this newsletter’s feature on lifetime 
member, Jeff Batchelor.

But, in the words of other lifetime 
members, lifetime membership is ulti-
mately about showing support for the 
Historical Society.

“The United States District Histori-
cal Society is a wonderful organiza-
tion to perpetuate the Court’s his-
tory and the history of those lawyers 
who have been active in the Court. It 

also gives the Judges 
and the attorneys an 
opportunity to meet 
to discuss common 
concerns in formal, 
informal, and social 
settings. A life mem-
bership is one way to 

support this organization.” 
–Hon. Owen Panner, 

U.S.District Court for the District of Oregon

“I became a lifetime 
member to show 
my support for the 
critical historical 
preservation work 
the Society does. I 
encourage others to 
do the same.” 

– Paul Fortino, Perkins Coie LLP.

“I became a lifetime 
member about 10 
years ago. I did so 
as a way to show my 
support for a great 
organization that is 
dedicated to preserv-
ing very important 

history and that provides wonderful 
opportunities for individuals to make 
and maintain connections within the 
legal profession.” 

– Sarah Ryan, Ball Janik LLP.

“I became a lifetime 
member to support 
the work of the soci-
ety in its efforts to 
preserve Oregon’s 
legal history. The 
educational programs 
are fantastic and no 
other organization gathers and main-
tains the unique and personal stories 
from judges and practitioners that 
form the fabric of our practice and 
bring us together as a profession.” 

– Kelly Zusman, 
U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of Oregon

BECOMING A LIFETIME 
MEMBER IS EASY

To show your support for the His-
torical Society by becoming a lifetime 
member, mail a check for $1,000 and 
the form found at www.usdchs.org/
become-a-member.php to:

 United States District Court of 
Oregon Historical Society

c/o of David Landrum, Treasurer 
City Attorney’s Office

1221 SW 4th Ave. 
Ste. 430

Portland, OR 97204

Judge Panner

Paul Fortino

Sarah Ryan

Kelly Zusman

Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia (who was in Portland for a 2002 event) stands 
among lifetime, past and present USDCHS board members and history makers. Photo 
courtesy of Judge Owen Panner.
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in Oregon politics in the 1960s and 
1970s, including Wayne Morse, Mark 
Hatfield, Bob Packwood, and Tom 
McCall. Redden also met national 
Democratic leaders including Jack 
Kennedy and Gene McCarthy.

Redden ran for the Oregon House 
of Representatives in 1963 because the 
Democrats could not find another can-
didate to run for the third seat in Jack-
son County. Redden, his wife Joan, 
and their friends campaigned door-
to-door, handing out pamphlets or 
cards. He credits his friend and fellow 
legislator Bob Duncan for coming up 
with “probably the worst slogan any-
one has ever used”: “Get Ready with 
Redden.” Nonetheless, he was elected 
by a small margin and was re-elected 
to the 1965 and 1967 sessions. 

He enjoyed serving in the legislature, 
but it was not always easy on his fam-
ily. They rented a house in Salem for 
the months that the legislature was in 
session, and their children transferred 
to school nearby. Redden’s wife Joan 
acted as his secretary during session. 
At that time, legislators’ “offices” 
consisted of their desks on the House 
floor, plus a typing room with 15 

of my family and friends were 
all gathered outside, you know, 
with signs, and they were jump ing 
and laughing, and I said, ‘What’s 
going on here?’

“Turned out this reporter down 
at the Oregonian finally called 
me out there, but I’d left, so he 
called my house and said, ‘God, I 
hope he doesn’t jump off a bridge 
somewhere because I just found 
his name.’ Somehow he had been 
looking at the wrong group, and 
my name had been on the list 
all along.

This reporter finally got so con-
cerned that he looked at every 
name of everybody that took it 
and found my name and called 
my wife....I’ve never been so 
relieved in my life.” 
Redden worked for a year in Port-

land as a clerk for a title company and 
as a claims adjuster before finding a job 
in Medford with Roberts Kellington & 
Branchfield. He subsequently formed 
a partnership with Hugh Collins, 
which continued until 1973. His first 
trial was before Ted Goodwin, who 
was then a new Lane County judge 
and who later became Chief Judge of 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Redden went on to try cases all over 
southern Oregon, representing both 
sides of civil cases, and some criminal 
defendants by court appointment. He 
recalls some of his more notable cases 
as defending a 15-year-old accused of a 
double murder and defending a promi-
nent Oregon political contributor 
against charges of embezzlement.

POLITICAL CAREER
Redden was interested in politics 

from an early age. His father was a 
strong FDR supporter. After he moved 
to Medford, Redden got involved in 
Democratic politics, and became the 
party’s chairman for Jackson County. 
As an active member of the Demo-
cratic party and, later, as a legislator, 
he worked with the prominent figures 

typewriters to be shared among the 
60 representatives. 

Redden’s legislative career cul-
minated with a position as House 
Minority Leader in the 1967 session, 
and with his work on the “beach bill” 
guaranteeing public access to Oregon’s 
beaches. In 1913, Governor Oswald 
West declared the beaches to be a 
“public highway,” but there remained 
doubt as to who owned the dry sand 
areas. Many landowners believed that 
they owned the beaches adjoining their 
property, a view supported by some 
counties’ practice of assessing property 
taxes for the beaches. After a motel 
on the northern coast fenced off its 
portion of the beach, during the 1967 
session, the Highway Commission 
drafted a bill stating that the beaches 
would be owned by the public. 

That Highway Commission’s bill 
went largely unnoticed except by 
coastal legislators, who bottled up 
the bill in the House Highways Com-
mittee. Redden only heard about the 
bill late in the session when a reporter 
asked him “what was going on with 
that beach bill...and I said, ‘What 
beach bill’?” Redden demanded that 
the bill be taken out of the committee. 
Although initially opposed by coastal 
and some Republican legislators, the 
bill had gained the support of the 
media, the public, and the Republican 

Judge James Redden continued from page 1 

Joan and Jim Redden in their legislative “office” 1963. Photo courtesy of Judge Redden.
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governor, Tom McCall. However, Red-
den was concerned with the legality 
of the bill as originally drafted, and 
offered an amendment that would 
guarantee beach access as a matter 
of zoning rather than as a matter 
of outright public ownership. Some 
Democrats complained that these 
changes weakened their position on a 
favorable political issue, but Redden 
recalls being “more concerned about 
(a) passing something and (b) passing 
something constitutional.” 

On a Saturday towards the end 
of the 1967 session, Governor Tom 
McCall visited Cannon Beach by 
helicopter with some scientists and 
the media in tow to promote public 
access. The same day, Redden and 
his wife were moving out of the house 
they rented in Salem. Redden went to 
the House for a few minutes, or so he 
thought, to check his mail. Instead, he 
found himself cornered by the House 
Speaker, who asked him to rewrite the 
beach bill as a bipartisan piece of legis-
lation with the help of Lee Johnson, a 
Republican legislator and an attorney 
from the Highway Commission. They 
spent the rest of the day rewriting the 
bill while the governor was, in Red-
den’s words, “playing on the beach” 
with the media. Redden returned home 
to find that he had forgotten both to 
help his wife move and that they had 
dinner guests from Medford. “She’s 
forgiven me since, but it took a while,” 
Redden says of his wife.

Redden had decided before the end 
of the 1967 session that he would not 
run again for the legislature. How-
ever, he was drafted to run for state 
treasurer in 1972, after the candidate 
who won the Democratic primary 
was disqualified by a legal challenge. 
He was elected Treasurer, and then 
ran unsuccessfully for Governor in 
1974. In 1976, Redden was elected 
Attorney General. Perhaps as a sign 
of less partisan times, he appointed 
his Republican opponent in that race, 
Jim Durham, his Chief Deputy. As 
Attorney General, Redden brought 
in more experienced trial lawyers so 
that the Department of Justice could 
handle more tort litigation in-house. 

Continue on page 7

A summer associate with Judge Redden 
at this year’s Bench and Bar Social.

He also represented the State in his 
share of high profile cases, including 
salmon cases that would become rel-
evant later in his career. 

CAREER ON THE BENCH
Redden was appointed to the federal 

bench in 1980, a few months before 
his term as Attorney General ended. 
Three positions opened on the Oregon 
District Court bench that year--two 
were created by a 1979 omnibus bill 
expanding the federal judiciary, and a 
third was created by Judge Otto Sko-
pil’s elevation to the Ninth Circuit. The 
three nominees, Redden, Helen Frye, 
and Owen Panner, were supported by 
the entire Oregon congressional del-
egation despite past political rivalries. 
Redden, for example, had the support 
of Senator Mark Hatfield despite hav-
ing chaired a previous Democratic 
campaign against him. 

The addition of two new judges was 
badly needed given the Oregon Dis-
trict Court’s overwhelming caseload. 
Previously, the judges had to devote 
their time to the criminal cases under 
the Speedy Trial Act, and did not have 
enough manpower to try civil cases 
except for emergency situations. The 
addition of the new judges, combined 
with Oregon’s unique practice of direct 
assignment to magistrates, allowed the 
court to get a handle on its caseload. 
The court developed a direct assign-
ment system which continues today. 

Judge Redden’s most recent high-
profile case involves the federal govern-

ment’s management of the Columbia 
River salmon fisheries. Litigation over 
fishing rights began in the 1960s, when 
several Native American tribes sued 
to enforce their treaty fishing rights. 
Judge Robert Belloni decided the ini-
tial treaty rights cases, but litigation 
over the treaty rights has continued 
into the current decade before Judge 
Garr King. As Attorney General, Red-
den previously represented the State 
in this litigation (Judge Panner also 
appeared in this litigation on behalf 
of some of the tribes), and had to be 
recused from the treaty cases while 
on the bench. 

The salmon litigation before Judge 
Redden began after several salmonoid 
species were listed as threatened under 
the Endangered Species Act. Environ-
mentalists, Native Americans, and 
others challenged biological opinions 
of the National Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice (now the National Oceanic and 

At a Fall 2000 Famous Cases presentation on Sohappy and the Columbia River fish 
wars, Judge Malcolm Marsh, Hastings School of Law Prof. Brian Gray and Judge 
Owen Panner look on as Judge Redden shakes hands with Chief Nelson Wallulatum of 
the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation.
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On Our MeMbers’ bOOkshelves

My Grandfather’s Son: A Memoir by Clarence Thomas, 2007 

With Grit and By Grace: Breaking Trails in Politics and Law, A Memoir
by Betty Roberts with Gail Wells, 2008      
Review by Mary Ellen Page Farr   

These memoirs document the 
experiences of two histori-
cal judges – Justice Clarence 
Thomas, the second black 
member of the United States 
Supreme Court, and Betty Rob-
erts, the first woman member 
of the Oregon Court of Appeals 
and Supreme Court. Both write 
candidly of the discrimination 
they encountered, but the les-
sons they learn from it are dia-

metrically opposed to one another.
Thomas and Roberts share similar 

family histories. Thomas was raised in 
rural Georgia. He speaks with fondness 
of his grandparents, who were stern 
in raising Thomas and his brother. 
Their relationship became volatile as 
Thomas grew into adolescence and 
left Georgia to attend college and later 
Yale Law School. Thomas explains the 
importance of his Catholic faith and 
documents the difficulties he faced, 
including his struggle with alcohol and 
his divorce. Throughout his life, his 
grandfather, “Daddy,” remained cen-
tral to Thomas’ inner growth, teach-
ing Thomas the importance of hard 
work and never giving up. The core of 
Thomas’ intense individualism reflects 
his grandfather’s refusal to accept any 
public welfare benefits.

Roberts was raised in rural Texas 
and focuses particularly on her mother, 
who supported the family after Rob-
erts’ father became ill. Roberts’ mother 
taught her to see opportunities not 
obstacles. Roberts’ mother found work 
through the WPA and other public 
assistance programs which allowed 
her to keep her family together.

The books are very readable, 
although each includes a level of detail 
that can become distracting. Thomas 

relates going with Senator John Dan-
forth, Danforth’s wife, and Thomas’ 
wife into Danforth’s private bathroom 
before Thomas’ confirmation hearings 
where they listened to a cassette of 
“Onward Christian Soldiers.” Simi-
larly, Roberts tells of an encounter she 
had with a nurse at the hospital where 
Roberts’ husband was being treated for 
a heart attack when the nurse com-
mented that it was Friday the 13th. 
The reader is left wondering about the 
point of such anecdotes.

The most striking difference in the 
two judges is in their relationship to the 
government. Roberts lived through the 
Depression when her family was helped 
by government programs. Thomas 
came from the next generation and 
came of age in the 1970s when he first 
tried, then rejected left-leaning beliefs, 
returning to the highly individualistic 
philosophy of his family. Roberts has a 
more collectivist approach and devoted 
herself to government and princi-
pally to a legislative career in which 
she fought for laws aimed at help-
ing women and minorities. Although 
Roberts is justifiably proud of being 
the first woman on the Oregon appeal 
courts, most of her narratives center 
on her work as one of the first female 
legislators in Oregon.

Ironically, Thomas was meant to 
be one of the beneficiaries of national 
legislation of the sort that Roberts 
sponsored. However, rather than see-
ing such legislation as propelling him 
forward, Thomas believes affirmative 
action programs have held him back, 
causing him always to wonder whether 
he would have had the same opportu-
nities if he had not been black.

Not surprisingly, Thomas spends 
significant time on his Senate hearings 
and on Anita Hill’s part in those very 

politicized hearings, sometimes tak-
ing unnecessary swipes at Hill. He 
expresses his side convincingly and 
describes the personal anguish the 
hearings caused him and his family. 
Ultimately, the reader is left wonder-
ing whether Thomas has gotten over 
any part of the experience which he 
refers to as a kind of “lynching” of an 
uppity black man. For her part, Rob-
erts documents a number of slights as 
a woman, including her battle with 
The Oregonian over how her name 
should appear, and the almost unbe-
lievable treatment she received at 
the Court of Appeals from the Chief 
Justice who simply ignored her in 
conference.

Neither author devotes much time 
to judicial philosophy. Thomas notes 
that he sees it as his task to ask himself 
what is his role in the case as a judge, 
regardless of his feelings about the 
case before him. Roberts appears to 
consider her position as a judge to be 
largely as a model for other women.

It must be difficult for a person to 
speak publicly about discrimination 
without sounding bitter or victimized, 
particularly when the person has had 
a successful life. The personal pain of 
being a focus of discrimination plays 
an important roles in both these nar-
ratives. Roberts probably comes out 
of the comparison more favorably 
because she sees discrimination as 
something in the background to be 
conquered. Thomas sees discrimi-
nation as more central to his life, 
something waiting to attack should 
he let his guard down, and sees for-
mal efforts to end discrimination as 
counter productive. That very differ-
ence makes the two memoirs worth 
reading.
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The Society’s events for the year 
kicked off with the annual Summer 

Associate Program and Bench and Bar 
Social, held at the Mark O. Hatfield 
Courthouse on June 26, 2008. 

The Summer Associate program, 
co-sponsored by the Oregon Chapter 
of the Federal Bar Association, began 
at noon in the Juror Assembly Room. 
Law clerks working in local firms 
attended an informative panel com-
prised of several District Court and 
Magistrate Judges, featuring a discus-
sion on the values of professionalism. 
The participants were then able to 
attend several courthouse proceedings, 
including the Dr. Jayant Patel extradi-
tion hearing presided over by Judge 
Dennis Hubel. Afterwards, they were 
treated to tours of the courthouse and 
the judges’ chambers.

Later that afternoon, local attor-
neys and judges gathered on the Ninth 
Floor of the courthouse for good 
food, beverages, and conversation at 
the Society’s annual Bench and Bar 
Social. The sunny afternoon and the 
outdoor terrace provided a casual 
environment for the bench and bar to 
interact with one another and the law 
student attendees.

These events would not have been 
successful without the wonderful sup-

port and coordination received from 
courthouse staff, including Linda 
Sherry and Houston Bolles. Their 
assistance helped the programs run 
smoothly and efficiently throughout 
the day. 

Our annual picnic, August 17, will 
once again be at Judge Leavy’s hop 
farm. See the story on page 8.

More exciting events are planned 
throughout the year. The Society’s 

Atmospheric Administration Fisheries) 
addressing the proposed operation of 
the dams along the Columbia River 
system. Judge Malcolm Marsh handled 
these salmon cases in the 1990s, and 
Judge Redden took the cases over in 
2000. The NMFS’ biological opinions 
at issue concern whether the operation 
of dams on the Columbia River and its 
tributaries jeopardize the threatened 
species of salmon. Judge Redden found 
the 2000 and 2004 biological opinions 
have been structurally flawed in that 
they do not account for the impact of 
the dams or the cumulative impacts of 
federal actions on the threatened spe-
cies. Judge Redden eventually ordered 
that the 2004 biological opinion be 
withdrawn, and that the agencies allow 
summer spills on some dams. 

The dams are politically sensitive as 
they impact commercial fishing, habi-
tat, and energy in the Pacific North-
west. Judge Redden observes that even 
if “there are a lot of scientists on both 
sides...there’s not many politicians on 
both sides. They’re on one side.” How-
ever, Judge Redden’s decisions have 
been found to be on firm legal ground 
by the Ninth Circuit. His most recent 
ruling was affirmed in its entirety 
in National Wildlife Federation v. 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 
524 F.3d 917 (Ninth Cir. 2008). 

Judge Redden is currently on senior 
status, but retains jurisdiction over the 
salmon cases.

An Eventful Summer and Fall
By Kari Furnanz

Annual Meeting and Dinner is sched-
uled to take place on October 30, 2008, 
at the Governor Hotel. The evening’s 
program will include a special oral his-
tory presentation featuring Attorney 
General Hardy Myers.

We hope you are able to join us at 
these informative and entertaining 
programs this year. To keep up-to-date 
about the Society’s events, please visit 
our website at: http://www.usdchs.
org/events.php.

Judge James Redden cont. 

Summer associates enjoying the outdoor 
terrace. Photo by Owen Schmidt.

Good food and beverages at the Bench and Bar Social. Photo by Owen Schmidt.
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Mark your calendar for the Society’s annual picnic on August 17, 
from 1:00 p.m. to sundown in Butteville, Oregon at the family hop farm 
of Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Edward Leavy. 

The Society will be honoring attorneys who have served the public 
by working in the legislative and administrative branches at the local, 
state and federal level. If you or someone you know qualifies as an hon-
oree, please let us know by contacting 503-326-8150 or mary_ellis@
ca9.uscourts.gov. 

As in past years, the picnic will feature family friendly games and enter-
tainment, including a live bluegrass band, hay rides, bouncy houses for young 
children, outdoor games for teens and adults, and much more. Additionally, 
this year’s picnic will feature Wolaver’s All American Ale from Middlebury, 
Vermont, made with organic hops grown on the Leavy Farm. Two of the 
four kegs shipped to the West Coast will be served at the picnic. Directions 
to the hop farm and additional details are provided on the flyer included 
with this newsletter and on the Society’s website (http://www.usdchs.org/
events.php).
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OffiCerS: Hon. Ancer Haggerty, Board Chairman, 
Ex-Officio; *Kerry Shepherd, President; *Karen E. 
Saul, Vice President, *David A. Landrum, Treasurer; 
Kari Furnanz, Corporate/Executive Secretary; 
*Jenifer Johnston, Immediate Past President 

2008 BOarD memBerS: *Michelle E. Barton; 
*Stephen L. Brischetto; Hon. Trish M. Brown; *Marc 
M. Carlton; *Jennifer Coates Conroy; Hon. Paul 
De Muniz, Ex-Officio; *Janice Dilg; *J. Matthew 
Donohue, *Mary Ellen Page Farr; *Hon. Dennis J. 
Hubel, *Matthew J. Kalmanson; *Adair Law, *Leah 
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M. Nazarov; *David Rees, *Kathryn P. Roberts; 
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Thorp; *Shannon Marie Vincent; Dr. George L. 
Vogt, Ex-Officio; *Cody M. Weston; Richard S. 
Yugler, Ex-Officio
*Executive Committee members

2008 HONOrarY memBerS: The Belloni Family, 
Ernest Bonyhadi, *Hon. Anna J. Brown; Helen Burns; 
George Fraser; Randall Kester, *Hon. Edward Leavy; 
Katherine O’Neil, Hon. Owen Panner, Hon. James 
Redden, Richard B. Solomon, Norm Wiener.

2008 LifeTime memBerS: Jeffery Batchelor, 
Frank Bauman, Owen Blank, Hon. Anna J. Brown; 
Helen Burns, Donald Cinnamond, Paul Fortino, 
George Fraser, Edwin Harnden, Cynthia Harrison, 
Douglas Houser, John Jaqua, Hon. Robert Jones, 
Randall Kester, James Knoll, James S. Leigh, Nancy 
Moriarty, Jeffrey Mutnick, Elisabeth Newcomb, 
Verne Newcomb, Daniel O’Leary, Hon. Owen M. 
Panner, Hon. Edwin Peterson, Dian Rubanoff, Sarah 
Ryan, Thomas Sand, Arlene Schnitzer, John Schwabe, 
Norman Sepenuk, Arden Shenker, Richard Solomon, 
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2008 iN memOriam: Hon. Robert Belloni, Hon. 
James Burns, Raymond Conboy, George Dysart, 
Wayne Hilliard, Chester McCarty, and Frank Pozzi
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Grab your best friend 
and come to  the 
USDCOHS  picnic, 
August 17, 2008


