
Ore
BE

on
CH

THE U.S. DISTRICT COURT OF OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

History of Note

The Origins of the Oregon Bankruptcy Court
By LINDA JOHANNSEN

On August 12, 1999, the Debtor-Creditor Section
of the Oregon State Bar sponsored a special cer-
emony to unveil the portraits of four retired bank-
ruptcy judges from the Portland area-Judges
Henry Hess, Danai Sullivan, the late Estes Snedecor,
and Folger Johnson. At that ceremony, Judge
Higdon offered the following history of the Oregon
Bankruptcy Court.
In researching the topic, Judge Higdon and her

law clerk were able to locate Neva Elliott, the late
Judge Snedecor's first assistant. Ms. Elliott, now
91 years old, attended the unveiling ceremony and
delighted the audience with her colorful memo-
ries of the days when she and Judge Snedecor
ran the bankruptcy court without the burden or
benefit of rules.

In1936 U.S. District Court Judge Alger Fee ap-
pointed Estes Snedecor as the first bankruptcy

referee in Portland, and Neva Elliott was hired
as his assistant. She had graduated from North-
western School of Law in 1935-in the middle
of the Depression.
Judge Fee may have decided that Portland needed

its own referee and bankruptcy court because of
the reorganization of the Portland Electric Power
Company, which had been filed in 1934. The
PEPCO bankruptcy reorganization did not con-
clude until 1951, and reorganization of the hold-
ing company spawned several big companies, some
of which are still in existence. The electric system
became Portland General Electric Company; the
freight railway became Portland Traction Com-
pany; and the passenger system was eventually
taken over by the Tri-County Metropolitan Trans-
portation District.

Bankruptcy filings in Oregon increased in the late
1930s and early 40s because the shipbuilding in-
dustry took off in Portland. The Depression years
had been terrible, and people wanted to have a fresh
start as they went back to work.
Judge Snedecor was provided space on the third

floor of what is now the Gus Solomon Courthouse.
The judge had a small office and a small hearing

room with a little front office for a secretary. Judge
Snedecor created his own forms and local rules be-
cause the national rules under the old Bankruptcy
Act were vague and did not address all of the mat-
ters that needed to be handled. Whenever he saw
the need, he simply created a form or enacted a rule.
The economics of bankruptcy cases were vastly

different in those days. Bankruptcy referees were
compensated based on the number of petitions that
were filed, the number of proofs of claim filed, and
the amount distributed to creditors. Some thought
that this system created an inherent conflict of in-
terest for the referees. It wasn't until 1946 that the
system was changed to provide a set salary for the
referee and his staff. The filing fees collected annu-
ally paid the court costs; if they were insufficient,
the general treasury made up the difference.

In those days, bankruptcy referees presided over
themeeting of creditors. Neva Elliott reports that
Judge Snedecor would comment to the clerk after
the meeting: "I can't see anything wrong with this
guy. Let's discharge him." He did not often ques-
tion the value placed by the debtor on personal prop-

Continued on page 2

Pioneer Courthouse, home of the Oregon Bankruptcy Court
from 1973 to 1981.
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Welcome to the beginning of what promises to be another fun
and action-packed year for the United States District Court His-
torical Society. Pardon me-Fun? Action-packed? Historical So-
ciety? How can that be? Well, it's true-and if you don't already
know that, then you must come out and get involved this year.
Although our primary purpose is not the social side, one thing we
have discovered is that people who wish to help preserve the his-
tory of the U.S. District Court are a very interesting bunch and a
lot of fun to be with. For example, this past September, 300 law-
yers, judges, and family members attended our annual barbeque

at the Panner ranch, where the judge and his equestrian wife Nancy greeted
us at the gate on horseback (see page 4). My job (along with my kids') was
to fill water balloons and provide eggs for the balloon and egg toss games-
and to make sure the rules were obeyed. Nick Fish, lawyer and event
planner extraordinaire, made sure that we were properly fed and enter-
tained. The main fall event was our fall dinner and annual meeting at the
Governor Hotel featuring Portland lawyer Norman Sepenuk, who recently
returned from assisting with constitutional and criminal law reform in
Moldova. Later on, there will be at least two other social opportunities to
get to know one another as we take on the preservation of the previous
millennium in a few months! Stay tuned ...

In the meantime I want to extend a special invitation to the "extended
family" of the Court to get involved in the work of the Society, the goal of
which is to preserve your efforts and stories as well. We hope to feature, in
this newsletter, the work of the major arms of the Court-the United States
Marshal's office and the U.S. Parole and Probation office-and the offices
that appear regularly before the Court, including those of the United States
Attorney, the Federal Defender, and the many federal agencies with local
legal counsel in Oregon. We will, of course, continue to highlight mem-
bers of the private bar around the state who contribute so much to the
excellence of federal court practice here. We will also continue our very
successful program of oral histories. In addition, all are welcome to send
in ideas for an interview, article, photo spread, ete. on someone who may
not be on the list for a full-scale oral history. We know that there are
hundreds of great stories out there waiting to be retold. Our goal is to
record them for posterity before it is too late.

Finally, I want to take this opportunity to publicly thank Jeff Batchelor
for his fantastic stewardship of the Society as president for the past two
years. Frankly, when Jeff took over, he had a strong but mostly inactive
board of directors. That is now history! The large executive committee
meets monthly and keeps a full agenda with the oral history project, the
newsletter, and the planning of our events and some upcoming special
projects. (More on those in the next issue.) Thanks largely to Jeff and, of
course, Judge Panner, the U.S. District Court of Oregon Historical Society
is a busy and productive organization, and it is fun too-really.

~~:"n:1U:
We note, with sadness, the death of

Judge Robert C. Belloni on November 3, 1999.

BANKRUPTCY COURT
IN OREGON CONTINUED

erty or homesteads. If he had any sense
that something was wrong, he would
call the debtor's attorneyand ask
questions. Judge Snedecor had a way
of making it clear that he thought
something looked funny and of em-
barrassing the attorney into giving the
straight story about a client.
Judge Snedecor would appoint a

trustee for a case
only when he felt
that there were as-
sets to justify it.
Trustees were usu-
ally people in the
collection busi-
ness-not lawyers.
In those days, very
few creditors filed Judge Snedecor
proofs of claim. Most creditors were
doctors and hospitals; those were the
days before credit cards. The only
creditors who regularly took an ac-
tive part in the proceeding were col-
lection agencies. Judge Snedecor's
view was that if a creditor took the
time to file a claim, he deserved a hear-
ing. Imagine the burden on the court
today if every proof of claim gener-
ated a hearing. Neva Elliott estimates
that only 10 percent of the cases filed
generated anything for creditors.
Ms. Elliott believes that, contrary

to public opinion, debtors in those
days did not generally feel any guilt
about filing bankruptcy. They were
just as glad then to have a fresh eco-

nomic start. Some
bankruptcies were
prompted by people
buying items they
could not afford, but
the items were usu-
ally necessities, not
luxuries. She also ob-

Neva Elliott served that women
began to work out-

side the home in the 1940s. That re-
sulted in an increase in both
bankruptcy filings and divorce filings.
It seems that, even then, bankruptcy
and divorce often followed each other.
In 1955 the District Court ap-

pointed the late Judge Folger Johnson
to join Judge Snedecor in the Gus
Solomon Courthouse. Judge Henry

Continued on page 8
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When Ann L. Aiken was first ap-
proached by friends, colleagues,

and co-workers about applying for the
then-vacant position with the U.S.
District Court of Oregon in 1994, her
initial reaction was "no."

"I said 'no' at first," explains Judge
Aiken, who was then serving as a Lane
County Circuit Court judge. "I have
five kids and a balanced life. I liked
where I was."

After additional "recruiting," how-
ever, she decided to apply, but she said
she had no expectations. Sometime
thereafter, she was in the middle of a
settlement conference when she re-
ceived news that then-U.S. Represen-
tative Ron Wyden was on the phone
and needed to speak to her. "He said,
'Your letter [recommending her nomi-
nation] is on the way to President
Clinton. Congratulations!'" she re-
calls. "I was stunned. It was an
honor."
Judge Aiken says, however, that she

was unprepared for the level of inva-
siveness that would accompany her
judicial nomination process. She says
that when she applied, the United
States senators exhibited "senatorial
courtesy" to each senator's judicial
nominee and said each nominee's
views and past rulings would be given
some deference. By the time her nomi-
nation was considered by the Senate,
however, the process had become a
"bigger, country-wide debate."
"You have no privacy-you give it

up," Judge Aiken says. "I didn't mind
being put under public scrutiny, but
the invasive loss of privacy was hard
to deal with."

In the Senate, Judge Aiken had the
benefit of strong support from Sena-
tor Mark Hatfield, his successor, Sena-
tor Gordon Smith, and newly elected
Senator Ron Wyden. "Without
Hatfield's clout and Smith's indefati-
gable efforts to see me safely through
and over the tough political terrain in
the Senate, I would not be a U.S. Dis-
trict judge today." The judge also at-
tributes her strength during this time
to her "support network" and her
perspective on life.

"One of the best things you learn
during a process like this is how grate-
ful you are for your friends and fam-
ily," she says. "You have to remember
that [the nomination process] is poli-
tics, it's a process, and it's not always

about you. There are lots of things to
live and die for, and you have to en-
joy your life."

The Importance of Finding Balance
Once Judge Aiken was sworn in on

February 5, 1998, there was no time
to reflect on the nomination process.
She was ready to work and to address
the large number of cases that were
waiting for her.

"I like to work, and be busy and
challenged," she says. "It took so long
[to reach the swearing-in stage], and
there was a lot to do. A lot."
Judge Aiken currently handles a

civil caseload in Portland, and she
shares a criminal caseload with Chief
Judge Michael Hogan in Eugene. She
also manages the criminal docket in
the Medford court. As a result, she
and her staff spend a great deal of time
every month traveling around the
state, but she says that the advent of
technology such as e-mail, faxes, and
video conferencing has helped cut
down on the travel time. Despite the
time it takes to travel to Portland, she
says, she and her staff will do so when
requested. "I want to make sure that
peoples' needs are met," she says.
The judge says that any misgivings

she may have had about the responsi-
bilities involved with being a federal
District Court judge have been erased.
"It's an incredibly important job with
tremendous power," she says of that
role. "I find everything interesting. I
love the work; I love the job, I love
the challenges. You couldn't ask for a
better job."
Yet as much as Judge Aiken loves

her work on the federal bench,
"work" is not her middle name. She

says that finding a balance between
work and a personal life, and learn-
ing how to distance oneself from the
seriousness of the work in the legal
profession, are extremely important to
her. That realization hit home when a
friend and colleague, Jill Golden, lost
a three-year battle to breast cancer at
the age of 40.

"Work is important, but there is
also life," the judge says. "There are
things to go the distance for, and
things that aren't important. It's im-
portant not to forget that. There are
a lot of things you can't control, so
you just have to let them go and play
it out.

"Sometimes it's just about getting
it done, doing the best you can, and
just letting go," she adds.

Often, such a goal is easier to imag-
ine than to put into practice. As a Lane
County Circuit Court judge, and now
as a federal district court judge, she
has found that it can be difficult not
to spend time reflecting on a past rul-
ing or wondering about the individu-
als involved in the cases before her.

"If you start reevaluating yourself,
you'll shorten your life expectancy"
because of the stress, she says. "You
make mistakes, you move on. "You
learn early how to shut down and
walk away" from stressful situations.
Otherwise, "you won't survive. You
have to learn to do this."

Getting From "Here" to "There"
Judge Aiken says one of the best

things about her job is solving prob-
lems for people and figuring out "how
to get from here to there." In fact,
when asked to name one of the satis-
fying aspects of life as a federal dis-
trict court judge, she points to the part
of her work that involves presiding
over settlement conferences.

"I'm probably the proudest of
that," she says. "It really does help to
get people talking. I think alternative
dispute resolution or settlement con-
ferences are the best way to go. If you
can't settle a case after talking about
it, that's fine, it doesn't bother me ei-
ther way. But I really like people to
try."
The judge also says she is pleased

with the relationship her office has
built with the University of Oregon
Law School, from which her staff

Continued on page 4
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Born December 10,
1898, in Ashland,
Oregon, to parents
who were both
schoolteachers,
Metta Walker at-
tended the first
eight grades in
Ashland before her

family moved to Salem. Metta was
inspired to study the law by the ex-
ample of Esther Carson, who was ad-
mitted in Oregon in 1915 and was
secretary to the governor of Oregon.
The idea was very attractive to Metta,
and she was encouraged by the dean
of Willamette Law Schoo!.
Metta studied liberal arts by day

and law at night at Willamette six days
a week for two years, starting in 1917.
As she recalled, "When the war came,
it disrupted things terribly. Enrollment
dropped until there were only a half a
dozen of us, and the faculty, who were
all practicing lawyers, were frequently
too busy to show up for class. So I
moved to Portland and worked [as a
stenographer] for a year in a law of-
fice, and then enrolled in what was
then the new Northwestern School of
Law, in 1920."
At Northwestern, where classes

were three hours a night three days a
week, Metta thought the caliber of
instruction was pretty good. "Most of
the lawyers who taught had gone to
Harvard Law School," she recalled.
Among the instructors she liked was
Judge John P. Kavanaugh, a genial
Irishman with a hearty sense of hu-
mor. "He taught domestic relations,
and whenever he came to a breach of
promise case he would chuckle and
quote a favorite maxim, 'Do right, and
fear no man; don't write, and fear no
woman.'"
Less popular was Judge Martin W.

Hawkins, who ran moot court. "I was
there when he was arranging the pair-
ings for the competition in spring of
1921, when he rather loftily an-
nounced, 'I don't expect the women
will be interested in this.'" He refused
to let them participate. To Metta, it
was a slap at women's practice, as if
women didn't need to know how to
litigate. "The women were paying tu-
ition, studying, reciting, and doing it
at night after working all day"-just
like the men, and they were serious
about it. "I was furious, but I was

about to graduate, so I let it go." It
was the only time she felt women law
students were treated differently than
the men at Northwestern.
After graduation, Metta worked in

a law office for a year and then took
the civil service examination. She was
assigned to the newly formed Veter-
ans' Administration. Because she was
the only lawyer in the Portland office,
she was appointed head of it-but
only temporarily. It seems the Ameri-
can Legion complained, saying the
position had to be filled by a man-
and an ex-serviceman, at that. So one
who had been admitted to the Oregon
Bar was assigned from the Seattle of-
fice, and Metta worked for him for
25 years. In about 1949 she was fi-
nally made Chief Counsel of the VA,
serving in that capacity for three to
four years before she retired in 1953.
Metta had one particular memory

of her second boss at the VA. He once
asked her about a Latin phrase in a
letter that came from their Washing-
ton D.C. office. He didn't know what
it meant, but she did. "'De minimus
non curat lex' .... So I came out with
it, pronounced it right and then gave
him the translation. And I don't think
he liked it very wel!. But it pleased me
immensely .... 'De minimus non curat
lex.' 'The law does not take cogni-
zance of trifles.'"
During her career at the VA, Metta

argued two cases at the Oregon Su-
preme Court but lost them both. The
first had to do with whether her de-
partment could charge attorneys fees
to an opposing [non-prevailing] party
in litigation. The case was later used
as the subject of a mock appellate
hearing in a class at the University of
Oregon Law Schoo!. The student com-
menting on her case reversed the Su-
preme Court justice. Metta got a kick

out of that and made sure to mention
it (in kidding) when she saw the Su-
preme Court justice at a subsequent
Bar Convention.
While Metta was at the VA, an at-

torney named Harry Baughman came
to see her about one of his clients.
They started going together to the
Multnomah Club, where dances were
held every Saturday night. They mar-
ried in 1939 when she was about 40
years old and adopted a five-year old
boy who had been abandoned.
After Metta retired from the VA, she

went into practice with her husband,
writing and probating wills. Their of-
fice was in the Yeon Building and,
later, the Pacific Building. After Harry
died in 1963, she had Dorothy
McCullough Lee (the former Mayor
of Portland and a good friend of
Metta's) come in with her for a few
months, but Metra discovered she
couldn't afford to keep the office and
moved her practice to her home.
With the exception of many of her

husband's male clients, most of
Metta's clients followed her. Some of
the men" didn't feel that women knew
enough about the law." For many
years to come, Metta practiced out of
her home, serving mostly elderly
women whom she didn't charge very
much. (Metta's fees were never more
than $35/hour, and she said she was
just glad to make a living, adding,
"But, gee, some of those men charged
a lot!")
Metta "retired" in 1981 when her

second husband, Ogden Frank
Beeman (whom she had married in
1971), died. But some clients still came
to see her after that.
As for her professional activities,

Metta joined Phi Delta Delta, the
Women's legal fraternity (Interna-
tional), shortly after its founding at
the University of Southern California
and her graduation from law schoo!.
(The "fraternity" was deliberately
called that - rather than "sorority.")
She stated that the group was really
good at making women who were
entering into law school feel welcome
in the law. In her later years, Metta
also was a regular attendee at the
Queen's Bench monthly luncheons at
Meier & Frank.
Where politics were concerned,

Metta was very interested in the
Continued on page 7
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JUDGEANN AIKEN CONTINUED

draws legal externs to assist in ad-
dressing the many issues that arise in
the cases before her. Currently, Judge
Aiken has two full-time and one part-
time legal externs, all of whom are
University of Oregon Law School stu-
dents and, in her words, all of whom
are "superb with interesting and var-
ied academic backgrounds."

Building Bridges
Judge Aiken says one of her goals

as a federal district court judge is to
build good relations between the court
and members of the bar. Fostering
good relations among these groups,
she says, will lead to progress in get-
ting the work done that needs to be
done. The hard part, however, is get-
ting the attorneys to work with one
another, and with her staff, in a cour-
teous, respectful manner.

"I've done some hard things in my
life, and I respect those lawyers who
fight the good fight," she says. "But
people get rancorous with one an-
other, and sometimes they're hard on
my staff. I don't respect that.

"All we have is integrity and respon-
sibility for one another," Judge Aiken
continues. "That's important to me.
Everybody loses respect for the sys-
tem when lawyers do not act with
courtesy or respect. We get a whole
lot further when people don't do the
gamesmanship. "

The concept of teamwork is also
important to Judge Aiken, an avid
sports enthusiast. She says that the
things one can learn from participat-
ing in a team sport and working with
others to achieve a common goal
translates into everyday life. In par-
ticular, she values her "team" of judi-
ciary support.

"I'm really proud of the great team
I work with," she says. "We work well
together and we play together, too. We
are a great team."

Outside the Courtroom
The other "great team" the judge

relies upon includes her husband,
James Klonoski, a professor emeritus
of political science at the University
of Oregon, and her five sons, four of
whom still live at home. Her oldest
son is a sophomore at Georgetown
and her youngest is in the second
grade. "My kids are my first priority,"
she explains, noting that she makes
every effort to "juggle" her schedule
so she can attend games, perfor-
mances, and other school activities
involving her children. "I don't miss
much. If you know what your priori-
ties are, you just have to juggle."
Judge Aiken's love for her husband

and children may explain some of her
interest in issues related to children.
By not addressing issues of abuse and
neglect, she believes, the community
will ultimately suffer. "I care about
leaving something for my boys that's

SNAPSHOTS FROM OUR ANNUAL PICNIC
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better than we have," she says. "I al-
ways hope people take interest in
children's issues. It's important to
know what's going on out there."
For that reason, Judge Aiken tries

to stay active in the community
where she lives by volunteering her
time for various projects. She also
shares this work ethic with her chil-
dren and husband.

"It matters to me that I give back to
the community," she says. "I have a role
just as a citizen to play. I'm a huge be-
liever in public service, and in giving
something back to the community."

Looking Forward
In the future, Judge Aiken hopes to

get more of the parties and their law-
yers who appear before her to try
more types of ADR and ultimately to
find more creative yet workable solu-
tions to the problems that arise among
parties in any given lawsuit. "I'd also
like to create a framework for doing
a more cooperative program between
the state and federal courts, sharing
resources and expertise," she says.
"It's really fun when you can match
the expertise among the judges, al-
though it takes a lot of energy and
work."
The federal-state connection is

nothing new to Aiken who has
worked with Lane County Circuit
Court Judge Lyle Velure on coordinat-
ing the federal and state breast implant
lawsuits. That experience taught her
the value of working together to handle
cases in which one court's expertise
might help another court handling vir-
tually the same issues.

In the meantime, Judge Aiken says
she hopes lawyers will take the time
to get to know her and how she works.
"I'm more than willing to work on
creative solutions, and new ways to
get the work done," she says. "There
are great lawyers out there who do
what they can to make the system
work and solve the problems before
them." In return, Judge Aiken hopes
to encourage the lawyers before her
to practice with courtesy-and
balance. "It's about the case, " she
says, "I take the work seriously but I
try not to take everything in life seri-
ously, including myself."

Tamara E. Russell is an attorney in the
law office of Jeffrey 1. Druckman, pc.



Rose City Justice
By Fred Leeson
Reviewed by
Christine Meadows

In his book Rose City
Justice, Fred Leeson illus-
trates the central role
lawyers have had in the
development of Portland
from wild frontier to pro-

gressive city. From the moment
Francis Pettygrove and lawyer Asa
Lovejoy flipped a coin on the banks
of the Willamette River to give Port-
land, Oregon it's name, Leeson traces
the development and evolution of
both the city and the legal community,
weaving together over 150 years of
history in a cohesive 242 pages. From
the origins of Portland nicknames like
"Stumptown" and "The Rose City"
to identifying the people behind the
street names of downtown, Leeson il-
lustrates that the city's history and le-
gal history are one.
No legal history would be complete

without tales of trials, and a reader in
search of courtroom stories in
Leeson's book will not be disap-
pointed. Portland's courthouse
grounds have been the site of grazing
cows, public executions, and even a
whale on display; but the displays
outside are no match for what has
gone on inside these buildings. Rose
City Justice offers accounts of some
of the more influential and interest-
ing trials in Portland's history:

• In 1921 the Klu Klux Klan led a
movement to outlaw parochial and
private education in an attempt to put
church-run (primarily Catholic) schools
out of business. The bill passed and led
to a legal showdown between church
and state. The District Court enjoined
enforcement of the law and the United
States Supreme Court upheld the de-
cision in the precedent-setting Pierce
v. Society of Sisters.

• In 1955 Portland lawyer Kermit
Smith was killed in the parking lot of
the Columbia Edgewater Country
Club by an explosion from ten sticks
of dynamite wired to his car's ignition.
The murder-conspiracy trial of Smith's

wife became the first of a series of
high-profile trials of that decade.

• A 1957 newspaper article alleg-
ingJames "Big Jim" Elkin, a gambling
figure, had plotted with union lead-
ers and city officials to keep Portland
open for gambling led to charges
against Portland city officials, includ-
ing Mayor and former Sheriff Terry
Schrunk. Schrunk was ultimately
found innocent, and his trial included
rebuttal testimony by surprise witness
Robert F. Kennedy.

• The series of trials surrounding the
happenings at the Rajneeshpuram re-
ligious commune in Wasco County,
Oregon, drew even more attention.
The commune, founded by an Indian
guru with a love of Rolls Royces, be-
came the catalyst for a number of
suits. It started with defamation and
land-use actions, but eventually
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and his
followers faced criminal trials for of-
fenses that included arson, immigra-
tion fraud, eavesdropping, poisoning
(in aid of election fraud), attempted
murder, and conspiracy to murder
U.S. Attorney Charles Turner.
The most interesting aspect of Rose

City Justice is Leeson's discussion of
the people behind the history.
Leeson-a non-practicing lawyer him-
self-portrays Portland's practitioners
in a positive light but acknowledges
they are far from perfect. For example,
Ralph Fisher, who volunteered with
the Multnomah Bar Association to
prosecute ethics violations in 1908,
became a victim of attorney regula-
tion. Fisher was shot and killed by
James Finch, a lawyer with a history
of ethics problems and alcohol abuse.
Finch had been disbarred on Fisher's
recommendation, and Fisher had re-
fused to recommend reinstatement in
less than one year.

One of the more colorful of the law-
yers profiled is C. E. S. Wood, whose
legal skills and personal life kept the
community talking. Wood won three
major cases in the United States Su-
preme Court. His controversial clients
included the Wobblies and Margaret
Sanger, who founded Planned Parent-
hood and was accused of obscenity for
distributing pamphlets on family plan-

ning. Wood also assisted his friend
Clarence Darrow in defending broth-
ers accused of blowing up the Los
Angeles Times. In his personal life,
Wood, a married man, carried on a
close relationship with Sara Field, the
wife of a Baptist minister, who even-
tually became Wood's second wife.
While Rose City Justice addresses

scandals from infidelity to murder,
Leeson avoids lawyer bashing. The
majority of the people profiled are, in
fact, civic leaders who have made sig-
nificant contributions to the public
good. One-Dorothy McCullough
Lee-was Portland's first woman
mayor, who started her political ca-
reer in 1928 in the state house of rep-
resentatives. She formed Oregon's first
all-women law firm in 1931 and ad-
vanced to the state senate in 1932.
Then in 1949 she became Portland's
mayor, earning the nickname "Dottie-
Do-Good" for her crackdown on lo-
cal vice. Mark Hatfield even
recommended her to President
Eisenhower as a U.S. Supreme Court
nommee.

Of particular interest are the
author's insights into recent Portland
history. Leeson demonstrates the di-
rect links from Portland's political and
legal beginnings to the present
through people, places, and ideas. The
book traces the lineage of Portland
firms from the frontier lawyers who
started them, to the mergers that
took place, to the firms they have
spawned.
Rose City Justice also follows the

careers of many contemporary legal
legends such as Gus Solomon, the
longest serving U.S. District Court
judge in Portland history, and
Mercedes Deiz, the first African

CONGRATULATIONS

On October 27, 1999 JUDGE
ANNA BROWN was sworn in
by Hon. Michael Hogan as the
newest U.S. District Court
judge in Oregon.
Judge Brown, who comes to

her new post after serving on
the Multnomah County Circuit
Court, is a board member of the
U.S. District Court of Oregon
Historical Society.
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American woman judge. A large num-
ber of sitting judges are also included
in the book. Leeson's accounts of prac-
titioners of the last two decades are
presented in less depth than the oth-
ers, but they are invaluable to anyone
involved in the legal workings of the
city.
This book offers readers a compre-

hensive and readable account of
Portland's legal history. To know
where we are headed, it is important
to know from where we have come,
and Rose City Justice provides a map
to the present.
Christine Meadows is a Portland sale prac-
titioner in employment law and civi/litigation.
She is active in the community and the bar.

ORAL HISTORY CONTINUED

Republican Party and especially sup-
ported Gov. Mark Hatfield. She was
very active in the Lake Oswego
Women Republicans and was presi-
dent of that group for three years in
the mid-1950s. One of her colleagues
in the group stated at one point that
"we launched Mark Hatfield," and
Metta particularly liked that assertion.

Mark Hatfield appointed Metta to
the Employment Compensation Com-
mission, the state board of appeals for
employment issues, on which she
served for many years (1959-71). On
the board, Metta sawall kinds of cases
in which people were dismissed from
their jobs. One case affected a rela-
tive of another board member, but
Metta voted against it, sticking to
what she believed to be right.
In her early nineties, when she was

nearly blind, she still traveled to
church activities around the country.
At that time she was also still active
with a poetry-reading club, whose
members would get together in her
apartment periodically. She died on
June 6, 1995 at age 96.

Trudy Allen is Senior Corporate Counsel
for u.s. Bancorp Leasing & Financial. She
was the historian of Oregon Woman
Lawyers for seven years and serves on the
Oregon State Bar Legal Heritage Interest
Group. The author wishes to thank Lindsay
Thompson, author of "Trailblazers," an
article in the Spring j 985 issue of The
Advocate of Northwestern School of Law
of Lewis and Clark College, for some of the
material in this article.

Whimsical Stories from Legal History

Test your historical knowhow with this quiz on Oregon legal history.
The quiz, which emphasizes the whimsical and colorful, was created by
Executive Committee member David Bledsoe. Match the answers at the
bottom to the questions. Correct answers are listed on page 8.

QUESTIONS:
1. Which early Oregon judge had to travel to some trials by canoe and to

more distant trials by boat trips lasting up to five days? _

2. What Oregonian's nomination by President Ulysses S. Grant to become
Chief Justice of the U.S, Supreme Court was withdrawn when it was
discovered that he had treated himself to $750 of public money for a
pair of horses and another $1,600 for a family carriage? _

3. What person described the initial nomination of Robert S. Bean to a
judgeship, in 1882, as follows: The bar association chair asked who
should be nominated; someone in the assembly said "Any damn fool
will do!"; and the bar chair replied, "How will Bean satisfy you?" __

4. What judge described his approach to deciding tough cases as follows:
"I would ask myself how God would decide it, and then I would rule
the same way. Then when I was reversed by the Court of Appeals, I
knew where they were coming from"? __

·S. What 19th century lawyer remarked that the farther one traveled from
the seats of legal learning, the longer the arguments of attorneys be-
came?

6. What lawyer and Portland mayor, strong on flamboyance and rhetoric
but weak on steadiness and sobriety, said of his alter-ego partner, "No-
body expects me to work in the office and no one expects him to appear
in court"?

7. Who was Oregon's first woman lawyer, whose initiation to the bar was
delayed first because the law regulating admission of lawyers referred
only to men and then because she allegedly did not satisfy residency
requirements? __

8. Who was, in 1935, the first supervising attorney for the Legal Aid Soci-
ety in Oregon? _

ANSWERS:
A. Janet W. Starkey
B. William Strong (lived 1817-87, judge on Oregon territorial court from

1849 to 1861)
C. RobertS. Bean (lived 1854-1931, various Judicial positions from 1882

to 1931)
D. Mary Gysin Leonard
E. Gus J. Solomon (lived 1906-1987, federal judge from 1950 to 1987)
F. David Logan
G. George H. Williams (lived 1823-1910, Oregon judge from 1852 to

1857)
H. Reuben P. Boise (c. 1850)
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Bankruptcy Court CONTINUED

Hess, a lawyer practicing in
Pendleton, was appointed a part-time
bankruptcy referee in 1958. Judge
Hess worked out of a room in the
Pendleton District Courthouse until
1973, when he became a full-time
bankruptcy referee and moved to
Portland.
In 1969 the U.S. District Court ap-

pointed Judge Donal Sullivan, who
had been the clerk of the court, as a
bankruptcy referee in Portland. In
1973 the bankruptcy court moved
from the Gus Solomon Courthouse to
the Pioneer Courthouse. The latter
courthouse-which is now occupied
by the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals-had been abandoned by the
federal court system and was sched-
uled to be torn down to make room
for a Meier & Frank parking lot. Dis-
trict Judge John Kilkenny had the
building designated a National Land-
mark to prevent the destruction. To
justify the building's restoration, a
full-time court needed to occupy the
building. The bankruptcy court
moved in and remained there until
1981, when it moved to its present
location in the Bank of America Build-

QUIZ ANSWERS:
1. B, 2. G, 3. C, 4. E, 5. H, 6. F,
7. D, 8. A
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ing at Fifth and Salmon streets.
Prior to 1976 the judges used stu-

dent law clerks on a part-time basis.
In 1976 Elizabeth Perris became the
judges' first full-time attorney law
clerk, with all of the judges sharing
her time. When the Bankruptcy Code
was enacted in 1978, a separate bank-
ruptcy court was created and the ref-
erees became judges. Each judge was
then authorized to hire his or her own
law clerk, and the rest is history.
Note: The next time you visit the

bankruptcy court, take a few minutes
to view Edmund Keene's portraits of
the judges, which he prepared from
photographs to resemble oil paintings.
The portrait of the late Judge C. E.
Luckey is in Eugene.

Linda Johannsen is of counsel with
Preston, Gates & Ellis, LLP This article is
adapted, with permission, from one she wrote
for the newsletter of the Debtor-Creditor
Section of the Oregon State Bar.

A SpecialThanks-
to Arlene and Harold Schnitzer,
who donated $1,000 to the U.S.
District Court of Oregon Histori-
cal Society through their CARE
Foundation.
Thanks, also, to our newest life-

time members, Randall B. Kester
and Dian S. Rubanoff.

DIRECTORS OF THE SOCIETY

OFFICERS
. Hon. Michael R. Hogan, Board Chairman;
"Hon. Ellen F. Rosenblum, President; "Nancy J.
Moriarty, Vice PresideutlPresident Elect; "'Rich-
ard B. Solomon, Treasurer; "Nicholas S. Fish,
Corporate/Executive Secretary; "Jeffrey M.
Batchelor, Immediate Past President

BOARD MEMBERS
"Mary Beth Allen; Dr. Donald G. Balmer; Albert
J. Bannon; "Clarence M. Belnavis; "David A.
Bledose; Ernest Bonyhadi, Honorary; "Stephen
L. Brischetto; Hon. Anna J. Brown; Hon. James
M. Burns, Honorary; Hon. Wallace P. Carson,
Jr., Ex-Officio; Robert L. Cowling; Antonia M.
DeMeo; Dr. Gordon B. Dodds; "'Jeffrey J.
Druckman; Gilion Ellis; "Nicholas S. Fish;
George H. Fraser, Honorary; Martin E. Hansen;
"Kristin A. Hazard; "Mitchell E. Hornecker;
Douglas G. Houser; Lisa A. Kaner; "Dennis C.
Karnopp; Randall B. Kester; Prof. R. James
Mooney; Chet Orloff, Ex-Officio; *Hon. Owen
M. Parmer, Honorary; "Kathryn M. Pratt;
Lawrence A. Rew, Ex-Officio; "Sarah J. Ryan;
"Norman Sepenuk; Elizabeth Solomon, Honor-
ary; "Thomas W. Sondag; Caroline P. Stoel; Prof.
Mary C. Wood.

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Jeffrey M. Batchelor, Hon. Robert C. Belloni (de-
ceased), Owen D. Blank, Raymond Conboy (in
memoriam), Paul T. Fortino, George H. Fraser,
Edwin A. Harnden, Wayne Hilliard, Douglas G.
Houser, Randall B. Kester, Chester E. McCarty
(deceased), Jeffrey S. Mutnick, Daniel O'Leary,
Hon. Owen M. Panner, Frank Pozzi (deceased),
Dian S. Rubanoff, Sarah J. Ryan, Arlene
Schnitzer, John L. Schwabe, Norman Sepenuk,
Richard B. Solomon, Gayle L. Troutwine, Will-
iam F. White, and Donald R. Wilson.

"Members of the Executive Committee

Newsletter Editor: Carolyn M. Buan
(503) 224-8024; Design, Jeanne E. Galick
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